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The rational psychology, or explanation of the manner in
vvhich the mind works, becomes probably incidentally with
Locke, certainly directly with his followers, an explanation
of how the mind develops as well. Though it is impossible
to enter into details here, it must be borne in mind that
Locke's philosophical and psychological views do not always
accord with his views on education. The one fundamental
thing that makes Locke a representative of the disciplinary
education throughout is his idea of the human mind as a
mere blank to begin with that has its virtues and powers
worked into it from the outside through its formation of
habits. In respect to many -other important points, as will
be seen, Locke agrees with the naturalists who, opposing
Locke on this point, held that all such powers came as the
development of powers from within, according to a wholly
natural process. Development, according to Locke, came
only through the formation of habit through discipline.
Our main interest, however, is in the educational theory
of Locke, not in his philosophy. In his Essay and more
especially in his Conduct of the Understanding, he shows how
this type of mind can be developed, that is, through such a
training or discipline as will strengthen all its powers. This
is not to be done merely by study and reading, but more
largely by reflection and meditation. These views must be
taken into account in the examination of his Thoughts con-
cerning Education (1693), which is the one work by which
his educational ideas are usually judged. It is entirely one-
sided to formulate Locke's educational ideas from this one
treatise, the more so since it contains advice written to a
friend concerning the education of his own sons and it is
specifically stated by Locke that much of it has only this
special application. This is particularly true of that portion
of it which deals with the intellectual aspect of education
which is more broadly treated in Locke's other works.
As the most important and influential of all English writers